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Administrator’s Message:   Janet Lancaster, Rochelle Barrett 

The mission of Cape St. 
Claire Elementary is to 
create and maintain an 
environment that pro-
motes academic success 
and responsible citizenship 
as measured by county, 
state and national stand-
ards.  We are dedicated to 
differentiating instruction, 
maintaining high expecta-
tions and collaborating in 
professional learning com-
munities. 
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Press ctrl and click on the link 

@CSCElemAACPS  

We are on the  Web!   
aacps.org/aacps/capesces  

We hope that all our Cape St. Claire families had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving with friends and family near and far.  We would also 
like to thank all of you for your support with our Kids helping Kids 
campaign by donating to our local food pantry.  Cape St. Claire is 
truly a caring and generous community.   
 
We had a lot of fun at our Race for Education.  Our super hero 
teachers completed the obstacle course and delighted our students.  
We raised over $37,500 which will be used to continue purchase 
Chromebooks for our students.  All of this could not have been ac-
complished without the vision, planning, and implementation of our 
Race for Education committee lead by Rose Forrest, Kerri Kreisel, 
and Stephanie Cornett as well as our supportive PTO.  We are truly 
grateful! 
 
Excitement fills the air as we move into December and prepare for 
the upcoming holidays.  Our band, chorus, and string students and 
teachers are busy preparing for their concert on Thursday, Decem-
ber 13 at 6:30 pm.  Holiday parties will take place in the classrooms.  
Please see the date for your child’s grade level.  
  
We will be very busy in the next few weeks beginning with the early 
dismissal day on Thursday, December 6 for teacher professional de-
velopment.  

https://twitter.com/CSCElemAACPS
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Administrators’ Message:  Janet Lancaster, Rochelle Barrett 

Our 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders have completed their first quarterly as-
sessments.  Teachers have sent home information about how your 
child performed.  While these assessments count for less than 5% of 
your child’s grade in reading, math, and science, they help us to ad-
just instruction to better meet our students needs and to monitor 
their progress toward mastering grade level standards.  If you have 
any questions about your child’s performance, please contact their 
teacher. Interims for the second marking period will come home on 
December 17. 
 

We wish all our Cape St. Claire students and families a peaceful and 
joyous holiday season! 
 

Classroom Holiday Parties 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember to sign up for an account with ParentCONNECTxp.  
ParentCONNECTxp is a secure web-based program which enables 
parents to access their children's school records including class as-
signments, current class grades, marking period report cards and at-
tendance. 
 

If you have not registered already, parents are encouraged to go the 
AACPS home page, click on Parents and then ParentCONNECTxp. 
Follow the instructions to request your new user account.  If you al-
ready have an active account, your elementary student can be added. 

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 
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Fax:  410-222-1687  
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A LOOK AHEAD TO JANUARY 2019 
  

   

Mark Your Calendar: 

 
12/6 

2 hour early dismissal 
 

12/17 
Interims sent home 

 
12/24—1/1 

School Closed—Winter Break 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 2018 

12/24/18—1/1/19 Winter Break—Schools Closed 

1/21 Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday -Schools Closed 

1/29 & 1/30 2 Hour Early Dismissal 

1/31 Schools Closed 

Kindergarten Thursday 12/20  

1st grade Thursday 12/20 

2nd grade Thursday 12/20 

3rd grade Friday 12/21 

4th grade Friday 12/21 

5th grade Friday 12/21 
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Administrators’ Message:  Janet Lancaster, Rochelle Barrett 

 
Functional Security Exercise-Modified Lockdown Drill 
 

I would like to provide you with some important information about an 
upcoming safety drill at our school.   
 

On Friday, December 7, 2018, weather permitting, we will be a con-
ducting a Functional Security Exercise - Modified Lockdown Drill at 
the end of 5th grade lunch (approximately 1:35 PM). This drill, which 
will center around the possibility of a campus-wide response to an 
unsafe situation in the cafeteria, is part of our school system's ef-
forts to increase awareness and preparation in the event of an actual 
emergency. What will happen on December 7th at 1:35 PM is only a 
drill. There will be no emergency. As part of the drill, the school will 
be on lockdown until all classrooms and staff in the building are se-
cure. Additionally, the fifth-grade students in the cafeteria will be 
evacuated instead of entering into a lockdown scenario (this is the 
modified portion of the drill). This action is taken to increase aware-
ness and preparation should an unsafe situation impact a large area 
with many students. Anyone who arrives to school at the time of the 
drill will be held outside.  
 

In the event of an actual lockdown scenario, access to the building 
would be denied. We have communicated this drill to our teachers 
and will review appropriate procedures with our students. I wanted 
you to be aware so that you can discuss it with your child in a manner 
you deem most appropriate. If you choose to have such a conversa-
tion, please reassure your child that this is only a drill, and that 
there is no danger.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

We are excited to announce some very special staff members that 
have been recognized for their instructional leadership and educa-
tional excellence.  Please help us congratulate our Teacher of the 
Year nominee, 3rd Grade teacher, Mrs. Samantha Wilkinson.  Mrs. 
Wilkinson will represent Cape St. Claire at the Excellence in Educa-
tion Awards Ceremony where the Anne Arundel County Public School 
Teacher of the Year will be announced.  Congratulations, Mrs. Wil-
kinson! 
 

Two additional staff members have been recognized for their out-
standing instructional leadership and teaching by joining the ranks of 
National Board Certified Teachers.  Congratulations to our art 
teacher, Mrs. Shelby Morris!  Music teacher, Ms. Jennifer Harrison 
earned her National Board Certification in 2009, and submitted a 
new portfolio earning her renewed certification. 
 

Please be sure to offer your congratulations to all three of these 
outstanding educators.  Cape St. Claire is fortunate to have these 
highly trained and dedicated professionals teaching our students 
each day! 

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  

ANNE ARUNDEL 

COUNTY PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 

DECEMBER 2018 
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Classroom Counseling Lessons: 
 

December’s classroom guidance lessons are focusing on Substance 
Abuse Prevention in grades 3, 4, and 5.  The Lessons and materials 
can be previewed at aacps.org>Students>Find a School Counse-
lor>Elementary Core Curriculum. Make sure to click “view all” to see 
the lessons. Kindergarten is learning about successful student habits.  
First and Second grades are looking into positive peer relationships 
and friendships. 
 
Human Relations Committee: 
 

The Annual Toy Drive for the Sharing 
Foundation has begun!  
We will be collecting un-
wrapped toys, sporting 
equipment, games, and 
craft supplies until De-
cember 14.  All donations 
go to needy families in 
our area.   The donation 
bin is located by the showcase in the lobby.  

 
Fifth Grade Parents:   
 

AVID applications are being accepted.  There is an information night 
on Thursday, January 24, 2019, 6:30 pm at Magothy River Mid-
dle’s Marlin Hall. If your child is interested in applying for AVID, 
please plan on attending the parent information event.  The middle 
school counselors will be visiting our school in the New Year for the 
children to make their course selections for middle school.   
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931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 
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The School Counselor’s Corner 
Mrs. Bachman 

hbachman@aacps.org 

410-222-1685  

Please feel free to contact 
me with any questions or 
concerns.   
 

DECEMBER 2018 

 

 

 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481
https://www.aacps.org/Page/5481
mailto:hbachman@aacps.org
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 We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving.  December will be a busy 
month.  We will celebrate the winter holidays with a classroom party 
shortly before winter break.  
 
At the beginning of this month we will learn about goods and services 
in our community. Our next topic of study will be our second unit 
called “We Move”, under Theme 2: The Power of Us.  Students will 
learn about different modes of transportation.   
 
 In Reading students will be identifying and matching the sounds to 
letters. This will help them with blending unknown consonant vowel 
consonant (CVC) words. Please continue to work on our kindergarten 
sight words at home.  
 
In Math we will continue to count, build and write numbers 11-15.  
We will also be focusing on using attributes to describe and compare 
shapes; such as a shape’s size and color. We will have fun building 
large shapes from smaller shapes. We will continue to work on count-
ing to 51 and beyond beginning with any number.  Please have your 
child practice this skill at home. Prior to our winter break, we will 
learn how to measure objects using non-standard units of measure-
ment.  
 
As we enter winter and the colder time of year, please make sure 
your child dresses appropriately for the weather. It’s important that 
they are prepared for the cold weather, especially since we go out-
side for recess. Thank you for your help.   
 
We hope all kindergarten families have a fantastic winter break! 
 

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  
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Mrs. Fisher,  Ms. Franco, Ms. Garrott, Ms. Paraschak, Ms. Sharpe 

DECEMBER 2018 
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With the holiday season upon us, our upcoming theme is “Cultures 
Connect Us”.  We will explore how different cultures connect people 
through shared beliefs, traditions, and experiences. Key aspects in-
clude: how culture influences how we communicate and express our-
selves, what we eat, our traditions, and the different holidays we cel-
ebrate.  Through a variety of media and texts, we will discover how 
holidays and cultures around the world have similarities as well as 
differences.  Maybe this year your family can start some new and ex-
citing holiday traditions!  
 

Foundational reading skills and strategies in first grade are the 
“building blocks” to success in reading.  Our focus will be on long vow-
el sounds and spelling patterns, which can be quite challenging.  We 
start by reading and writing words with long vowel patterns using the 
silent “e” at the end.  Examples include: name, here, and time.  To aid 
in mastering our foundational reading skills, continue to read daily 
and practice our sight words. This is a great time of year to “snuggle 
up” with a warm blanket and good book!  
 

Our budding writers are busy creating and writing nonfiction chapter 
books in order to educate us on a topic of interest.  Moving forward, 
our “teachers” will be researching a nonfiction topic to compose their 
chapter books.  During our research, we will be identifying and imple-
menting distinctive text features.  These features include, a table of 
contents, labels, captions, and bold print to enhance and convey 
meaning.  We can’t wait to learn from all of our young authors!  
 

In math “It’s all about the TENS!” Students will identify place value 
and understand that a two-digit number is composed of a group of 
tens and ones.  They will also determine 10 more or 10 less than a two 
digit numbers. Tens and ones blocks and hundred charts are useful 
tools in helping students visualize these numbers.  By utilizing our 
tens and ones blocks, we will be able to read, write, and construct 
two-digit numbers.   Throughout the year, addition and subtraction 
strategies will continue to be reinforced in order to master fluency 
within 10. During class, we often play math games utilizing cards, 
games, and dice as an enjoyable way to assist in improving our mathe-
matic fluency.  
 
 

We enjoyed meeting each of you and discussing your child’s progress 
at our conferences. If you did not have a conference yet, you will 
have one in March.  Thank you for your support and continued inter-
est in your child’s education.  Take time this holiday season to relax 
and find happiness with friends and family and remember how much 
joy our children bring to our lives each day! 

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  

ANNE ARUNDEL 
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DECEMBER 2018 
Ms. Thierry, Mrs. Main, Ms. Ricucci & Ms. Wood 
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It’s hard to believe that we are in the 2nd marking period already and 
our first field trip is behind us.  Thanks to everyone who volunteered 
to chaperone.  If you were not picked, please volunteer for our next 
field trip.  We hope you had a wonderful break and Thanksgiving.  De-
cember will be a busy month with exciting events.  We will celebrate 
the winter holidays with a classroom party.  Be on the lookout for an 
email from your room parent with more information on this special 
day.   
 
We have begun our unit entitled Working Together in which students 
learn the various ways people benefit from working and learning to-
gether.  In language arts, students will continue to be exposed to 
many different genres.  Spelling will become more challenging this 
marking period as students are introduced to more spelling patterns.  
We continue to encourage reading for at least 20 minutes nightly at 
home.  Interim reports will be coming home on Dec. 17th.  Please sign 
and return the interim.  A copy will be sent home for your records af-
ter we receive the signed copy.   
 
In math, our next unit focuses on addition and subtraction strategies 
with 3-digit numbers. The unit after that will focus on money.  The 
unit on money can be challenging for those students who are not fa-
miliar with identifying coins and their values.  Please continue working 
with your child to increase their knowledge of basic addition and sub-
traction facts and identifying and counting money.   
 
In science and social studies students are presently learning how sci-
entists have changed our world.  Students will also begin learning 
about economics and how people in our world earn, use, and save mon-
ey. 
 

As we enter winter and the colder 
time of year, please make sure your 
child dresses for the weather.  We 
will go outside for recess and it will 
be important for your child to be 
prepared for the colder weath-
er.  Thank you for your help.  We 
hope all 2nd families have a fantas-
tic winter break!  

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  
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DECEMBER 2018 
Mrs. Vickers, Mrs. Bathras, Ms. Sharp, Ms. Crocker & Mrs. Bohlman 
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Language Arts: The students are fo-
cusing on nonfiction text this marking 
period. They are looking at information 
texts, and using text features to de-
termine the main idea. Students will 
analyze why the author wrote the 
piece and the most important details, 
versus interesting facts. To find main 
idea, they will practice and use 4 
strategies: boxes and bullets, tree 
maps, adding it up, and looking for clues. This will connect to their 
writing, in which they will be starting to “write to source”. This type of 
writing requires explicit text evidence to support claims. While reading 
at home, ask your child to support their ideas of what is happening 
with characters, or what the important parts of a book are, with 
quotes from the text. In writing, we also are working on creating an 
informative piece of writing. Students will formulate questions and 
categories about a topic, research, and write as an expert on a sub-
ject. You may also want to inquire about the novels and text we are us-
ing in guided reading!  

 

Math: Our third-grade mathematicians have been working like busy 
elves! They have discovered that fractions can be represented in geo-
metric figures, in sets, and on the number line. We will investigate im-
proper fractions and how points on a number line can be identified by 
wholes and fractional parts. This leads us into precise and accurate 
measuring when collecting data. Students will measure to the nearest 
half and quarter inch to gather data. They should see that a ruler is 
essentially a number line, with whole numbers and fractions. Then they 
will display that data collected in a line plot. Students will also analyze 
line point data to answer questions.  

 

Science: The second quarter of science focuses on the theme of col-
laboration. We will begin a unit on the unique and diverse life cycles of 
plants and animals. We will compare and contrast life cycles of organ-
isms. Additionally, we will explore why living in an animal group is key 
for survival. The students should be able to describe why some animals 
form groups to provide members food, protection, and the ability to 
cope with change. Key vocabulary: phenomenon, metamorphosis, larva, 
germination, pupa, organism. Ask your child about the mealworms and 
lima beans we experimented with in class!  

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  

ANNE ARUNDEL 

COUNTY PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 

 

Ms. Garrett, Mrs. Wilkinson, Ms. Weller & Mrs. Ziemer 
DECEMBER 2018 
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Social Studies: We transition into a unit about “People in our Communi-
ty”. In this unit we learn about immigration, Angel and Ellis Islands, and 
the various reasons people came (and come) to our country. We discuss 
stories of immigrants from the past and also share the stories of to-
day’s immigrants. We learn about how immigrant’s contributions have 
changed our country. We will explore the challenges of immigration, as 
well. We will also learn about refugees using the story “Julia Comes to 
the United States”. We connect to our learning in unit 1 by asking stu-
dents how immigrants meet their needs and wants in a new community. 
We also ask students to think about why people would come to Mary-
land, and then more specifically, why would they move to Anne Arundel 
County. The students may even start asking about their family heritage 
and journey to the US!  

 

Other Important Information: 
• Practicing facts is essential for math fluency. Please make sure your 

child is practicing facts through First in Math, flashcards, or other 
fun websites that we provided at conferences. Start with basic addi-
tion and multiplication facts. Practice facts 0,1,2,4,5,10 until fluent, 
then introduce the 3’s facts until mastery, then the 6, etc. 

• Remember that reading at home is essential for school success. Stu-
dents are to choose a text and read for a minimum of 10 minutes, 4 
times per week. Ask your child about what they are reading and use 
the question stems from conferences to guide book talks at night. 

• We’ve noticed that although our students are tech savvy, they are 
having some trouble with typing. If possible, please have your stu-
dents practice typing and navigating the computer at home. Option: 
Use GoogleDrive or Wixie for spelling homework/ typing practice.  

 
It’s beginning to get chilly! Please send your child to school with a coat 
each day for outdoor recess. 

 
We wish you a safe and happy holiday season! 

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 
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Ms. Garrett, Mrs. Wilkinson, Ms. Weller & Mrs. Ziemer 
DECEMBER 2018 
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This month, we will dive deeper into fractions by creating equivalent 
fractions and learning strategies to compare fractions.  Unit 6 will 
focus on metric and customary measurements.  Look at items in your 
kitchen to compare units of measure!  
 
We will continue our study of nonfiction texts, focusing on the 
text’s structure.  Students will determine the main idea and sup-
porting details, and use those details to summarize the text.  Our 
read aloud books will focus on slavery in America and the brave men 
and women who fought against it.   
 
This quarter’s writing piece will be an informational piece based on a 
research project about an assigned county in Maryland.  The final 
product will be a class-made travel book about Maryland’s counties! 
 
This month, students will explore “Outrageous Acts of Earth”.  We 
will analyze maps to determine locations of earthquake and volca-
noes around the world.  Students will explore what causes these 
natural disasters and their effects. 
 
In Social Studies, the colonists have landed!  Now that we are in the 
New World, we’ll be focusing on the development of the Maryland 
colony and its eventual statehood.  Students will look at multiple 
perspectives (those of indigenous Americans, enslaved Americans, 
indentured servants, middle-class colonists, and wealthy colonists) 
to have a well-rounded view of how Maryland was established. 

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 
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DECEMBER 2018 
Mr. Poorman, Ms. Bisson, Ms. Heintz, Ms. LaRosa & Ms. Taylor  
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5th grade t-shirts are being order, we en-
courage all students to get one. Please e-

mail your child's homeroom teacher if you 
have not purchased one yet. 

 

The trip to Philadelphia has been booked! 

We will be going on Friday, May 3rd. More 
information will be coming from teachers.  

 

Middle School Magnet Applications were due November 

30th. Information night for AVID will be at Magothy River Middle 
School on January 24th at 6:30 PM.   AVID forms were sent home on 
November 19th.  AVID applications are due on January 25th.   

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  
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5th Grade Happenings  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Smith, Mrs. Weekley, Ms. Green, Ms. Stuhlman 

DECEMBER 2018 

AVID Information Night: 

Magothy River Middle and 

Severn River Middle School 

Thursday, January 24, 2019  
6:30 pm 

Magothy River’s Marlin Hall 
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Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 
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DECEMBER 2018 

READING CORNER    

Reading Specialists                  Mrs. Burrows, Ms. Dimka 

Reading Over the Holidays: 

The holiday season is quickly upon us and it can be a 
busy time of year for families.  Reading with your 

child is a way to find quiet time together.  Listening 
to stories at night can be a relaxing and calming way 

to help children go to sleep after a busy day.  

 

 

Got travel plans?? 

Bring an assortment of books that can be read 
by your child, with your child, and to your child.  

Traveling by car…you can use this time to “Read 
the Signs”.  Look for some of the spelling 

chunks, word family patterns, or even sight 
words amongst road signs or business signs dur-
ing the ride.  You can also turn some of your 

driving time into a time to improve thinking and 
language skills.  If you pass something intriguing or interesting, ask 

questions to ignite a conversation such as:  “What do you think that 
is for?”, “Where have you seen something like that before?”, “Where 
do you think that vehicle is going?”   Another way to ignite a conver-

sation is to have your child search for things s(he) has been learning 
about in school.  For example, your child might notice the signs of 

the changing season, or a historical landmark.  Encourage your child 
to share all that s(he) knows and use questions to keep the conversa-
tion going.   Support your child in using complete sentence structure 

while engaging in conversations.  Even better, have your child write 
about what they see and do.    

 

From our hearts to yours, we wish you a most joyous and  

relaxing holiday. 
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Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  

Please remember all prescription and over-the-
counter medications must be accompanied by a 
completed Parents Request To Administer Medica-
tions at School form. The form is available on the 
Anne Arundel County Public School website or a 
copy can be picked up in the Health Room. 
 
If your student is injured and needs crutches, a 
wheelchair or extra time to get from class to 
class, please send a note from your Health Care 
Provider to the Health Room. We will help ensure 
that your student can get around the building 
safely. 

 
 
 

 
November was a fast paced month in Physical 
Education. During the month of November, the 
students in all grades participated in a basket-
ball unit. The students participated in a variety 
of activities designed to improve dribbling, pass-
ing, and shooting skills. The students were work-
ing hard with these skills. 
 
The students also improved their fine motor 
skills while using the speed stacks. The students 
used the speed stacks to complete a variety of 
patterns. We also began to discuss the speed stack skills that are 
needed for organized competitions. Overall, the students did well with 
these activities. 
 
We are looking forward to December which will include a balance/
tumbling (very basic gymnastic skills) unit. Thank you for your support.  
 

DECEMBER 2018 

HEALTH ROOM & CULTURAL ARTS 

Health Room                     Mrs. Kehs, RN, Ms. French, HA 

Physical Education            Mr. Gillette, Ms. Shuck 
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Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 
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December is almost upon us and the intermediate 
and advanced strings will be preforming on the 
same concert as the band and chorus. The evening 
concert is on Thursday the 13th of December at 
6:30pm in the evening. The time of the daytime 
school concert will be most likely in the morning. 
Both of those concerts are at our school.  
 
The before school practices are as follows: 
 

• Wednesday December 5th 7:30-8:15am all intermediate and ad-
vanced violins and violas in the music room 

• Friday December 7th 7:30-8:15am all intermediate and advanced 
strings in the cafeteria 

• Wednesday December 12th 7:30-8:15am all intermediate and ad-
vanced strings in the cafeteria 

• Thursday December 13th Concert day for all intermediate and ad-
vanced strings. 

 

Please remember that these before school practices are NOT manda-
tory. If you are able to get them here the extra practice will be help-
ful. 

 
The 3rd, 4th and 5th beginning strings are 
scheduled for their beginner’s only concert 
on Wednesday February 13th at 6:30 pm here 
at Cape St. Claire. The concert will be held in 
the daytime at school and in the evening at 

6:30pm. All beginning strings students will need to arrive at 6:00pm to 
get ready to perform at 6:30pm. The dress code is a white top and 
black pants or skirt. There will be several before school rehearsals in 
the month of January and February for the beginners to help get 
them ready for their first concert. These before school practices are 
not mandatory but encouraged. If you are not receiving emails from 
me please write me at mmccusker@aacps.org.  
 

DECEMBER 2018 

CULTURAL ARTS 

Strings & Band           Ms. McCusker, Mrs. Fidyk 

mailto:mmccusker@aacps.org
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Winter Concert 

 

 

5th Grade Caroling 

 

 

 
 

4th Grade Chorus 

 

 

 

General Music News 

 

 

Cape St. Clare Elementary 

931 Blue Ridge Dr. 

Annapolis, MD  21409 

Phone:  410-222-1685 

Fax:  410-222-1687  

The chorus, string and band winter concert is 
Thursday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m. at Cape 
St. Claire Elementary. 
 
The 5th grade chorus is caroling at the Cape 
St. Claire Fire Station on Monday, Dec. 10th 
at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Fourth grade chorus will begin in January. In-
formation about fourth grade chorus will be 
sent home to parents in January. 
 
Throughout the month of December all 
grades will be participating in songs and activ-
ities from various holidays celebrated in the month of December. The 
students will be working on rhythm, melodic contour and various forms 
while singing and playing instruments.  

DECEMBER 2018 

CULTURAL ARTS 

Chorus & General Music               Ms. Harrison & Mrs. Rossell 
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Kindergarten: students have been working to finish their winter pen-
guins! While exploring what animals need to live, we have been practic-
ing proper painting techniques with cake tempura (or as we say in the 
art room - hockey puck paints!) We experimented with the idea of 
painting with markers and combining simple shapes to make something 
new! Soon we will be moving on to create a winter birdhouse! 
1st Grade: students have been busy in the art room! We just have fin-
ished our Autumn Scarecrows and have constructed clay pinch pots! 
While making our clay pots we explored how other cultures create clay 
works of art by reading The Pot that Juan Built by Nancy Andrews-
Goebel. As we wait for our clay pinch pots to dry and be fired in the 
kiln, we will be moving onto a work of art inspired by the book Old Bear 
by Kevin Henkes. 
2nd Grade: students are exploring outer space! We have been creating 
“pounce painted” nebulas with “splatter painted” stars. Soon we will be 
moving on to experimenting with oil pastels. Our goal is to take a 2-D 
circle and transform it into a 3-D sphere by creating highlights and 
shadows with our oil pastels! 
3rd Grade: students are creating a work of art inspired by the Chesa-
peake Bay Bridge! We have been creating beautiful sky/water back-
grounds. Soon we will be exploring the different parts of a suspension 
bridge and determining what lines and shapes we will need to combine 
to create the Bay Bridge on our own work of art! 
4th Grade: students have just completed their symbolic dreamcatch-
ers. If you look closely at the weaving of these dream catchers, you 
will notice that each one is unique! Students were given the task of 
choosing symbols to incorporate into their own dreamcatcher that rep-
resented themselves!  
5th Grade: students have just completed their Sugar Skulls!  
 
We have now moved onto creating designs for the 2018-2019 yearbook 
cover! Designs will be due to Mrs. Morris by December 10th.  Although 
these designs will be completed mainly in class, students will be allowed 
to take designs home to finish up should they need to. After all designs 
have been received, one finalist from each class will 
be selected. Then the students at CSCES will vote 
for their favorite one that will receive the top hon-
or of being printed on the cover of the yearbook! 
 
Please remember that art class can get a little 
messy!  Please encourage your child to bring an art 
shirt or art smock to school.  It should be stored in 
their locker and can be pulled out every week be-
fore Art Class! 

DECEMBER 2018 

CULTURAL ARTS 

Art                                                  Mrs. Morris & Mrs. Szczerba 
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We wish everyone Happy Holidays!!  Our Media Center continues to be 
a very productive area.  Kindergarten and 1st grade students are learn-
ing about various December Holidays.  3rd graders have investigated 
Hanukkah.  4th graders enjoyed the novel White Water, which took 
place in California.  Coincidentally they have done some research on 
that state.  In 5th grade the students are in the midst of completing 
an author study on Patricia Polacco. 

We welcome our returning volunteers and look forward to new volun-
teers.  The Media Center continues to be a very busy place.  Please do 
not hesitate to volunteer, your service makes our school an even better 
place. 

We have many students reading and telling about books that they have 
read.  Below are the students who have reached 5 or more books: 

 

DECEMBER 2018 

CULTURAL ARTS 

Media                             Mrs. Horton, Mrs. English, Ms. Randall      

Sailboat 
E. Edwards, A. Hill 

S. Tannenbaum, J. VanMeter,  
B. Sanchez, H. Jack., N. Kent,  

J. Morser, V. Kloiber, A. Durst,  
L. Dameron, V. Woleck, J. Green,  

C. Cornet, C. VanArsdall,  
C. Maynard, C. McMullen,  

S. Serger, K. Sabat, N. Zaleski,  
M. Schorr, H. Kirby, I. Bliss,  

S. Heffern, D. Dick, S. White,  
S. Ronci, K. Talbot, N. Jones,  

M. Haertel, T. O’Donohue,  
S. Beardmore, L. Huguenin, A. Mos-
sa, T. Brown, H. Charles, A. Cham-
bers, K. Ascencio-Evia, E. Bliss, S. 

Mahoney, T. Bradley, P. Wylie,  
M. Decker, K. Keebaugh, R. Naugh-

ton, K. Hill, A. Yates, M. Pappas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ensign 
K. Davis, A. O’Brien, G. Kloiber,  

J. Spencer, D. Coopersmith,  
E. Zaleski, S. Smith, A. Huguenin, 
A. Fleishman, J. Spinks, L. Leak,  
C. Smith, C. Mossa, M. McDaniel,  
S. Sickmen, M. Bliss, R. Gibson,  

L. Erich, A. Berrocal, C. Pierpoint, 
A. Hawley, R. Novak, S. Fitzpatrick 

 
All-Star 

A. Stubbs, G. Malfi, S. Kassal 
 

Lt. Jr. Grade 
A. Maynard 

 
Lieutenant 

E. Bradford, P. Bradford 
 

Lt. Commander 
E. Adkins, R. Sawyer 

 
Commander 

K. West 
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“Sick Day Guidelines: Making the Right Call When Your Child Has a Cold” 

 
 

Should I keep my child home or send him or her to school? 

Consider keeping your child home if he or she:  

• Has a fever of 100.0 degrees or higher 

• Has been vomiting 

• Has symptoms that prevent him or her from participating in school, such as: 

 Excessive tiredness or lack of appetite 

 Productive coughing, sneezing 

 Headache, body aches, earache 

 Sore throat 

A minor sore throat is usually not a problem, but a severe sore throat could be strep throat even if there is no fever.  Other 
symptoms of strep throat in children are headache and stomach upset.  Contact your pediatrician as your child needs a 
special test to determine if it is strep throat. 
 
 

Keep your child home until his or her fever has been gone for 24 hours without medication.  Colds can be 
contagious for at least 48 hours.  Returning to school too soon may slow the recovery process and expose others 
unnecessarily to illness. 
 
 

Does my child have the flu? 

• The flu is serious!  Call your pediatrician at the first sign of flu symptoms, which typically come on suddenly, 

including: 

 High fever 

 Chills 

 Headache, body aches or earache  

 Nausea, vomiting 

 Dry cough 
 

If you’re unsure about the best way to treat your child’s cold or flu, ask your school nurse, doctor, pharmacist, or other 
healthcare provider. 
 
 

How do I make my child feel better? 

• Make sure your child gets plenty of rest and put limits on TV watching 

• Encourage fluids; like water, soup, juice and ice 

• Help your child relax by reading him a story and giving him plenty of TLC 

• Consider using a cool humidifier 

• When used as directed, children’s cough and cold medicines help relieve cough and 
cold symptoms while your child is getting better.  Read and follow the directions 
carefully and give the exact recommended dose for the child’s age.  Do not use over the counter cough and cold 
medications for children under the age of four in the U.S. 

 
 

How can I prevent my child from getting a cold? 
• Teach your child to wash his or her hands frequently using plenty of soap and warm water.  Proper 

hand-washing should take about 20 seconds or the time it takes to sing “Happy Birthday” twice 

• Teach your child to cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue or their sleeve. 

• Keep the child’s environment tobacco free 

• Try to minimize the time your child spends with other children who have cough or cold symptoms 

• Pack easy-to-use products like disinfecting wipes and hand sanitizers in your child’s backpack to 
use when he or she is at school 

• Keep an annual well-child exam to follow changes in your child’s health 

• Keep all of your child’s immunizations up-to-date (The Center’s for Disease Control and Prevention guidelines now 
recommend a flu vaccine for most children aged 6 months up to their 19th birthday) 

• Serve a balanced diet with lots of fruits and vegetables.  Giving a daily vitamin may be recommended by your 
pediatrician 

• After your child is feeling better, clean all surfaces; wash the bedding and air out the room 

• Keep surfaces like door knobs, phones, remote controls, toys, and keyboards clean    

• Always make sure to consult your school nurse or doctor if you have any questions 
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CAPE ST. CLAIRE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
ABSENTEE FORM 

 
 

My son/daughter _______________________________________________, Grade __________ 
                                             (First Name)  (Last Name) 
 
was absent from school on _______________________________________________________ 
                                                                                             (Dates) 
 
*Per AACPS Policy – Absences due to illness in excess of five (5) consecutive days require a 
physician’s note* 
 

 Illness of child 
 

 Court 
 

 Doctor or Dentist 
 

 Religious Holiday 
 

 Death in Immediate Family 
 

 Other (explain below) 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Parent Signature: _________________________________________ Date: _________________ 
 
Phone Number: ___________________________________________ 

 

Main Office 
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THURSDAY 12/6 2 HOUR EARLY DISMISSAL 

WEDENSDAY 12/13 6:30 PM   WINTER CONCERT 

MONDAY 12/17 INTERIMS SENT HOME 

MONDAY 12/24—

TUESDAY 1/1/19 

                   WINTER BREAK 

              SCHOOLS CLOSED 


